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THE SHERMAN EXPEDITION.

Highly Important from South¬
ern Mississippi

Full Details of the Extensive
Baid Through Mississip¬

pi from Our Speoial .

Correspondent

Glorious Success to Our
Arms.

THE CAPTURE OF MERIDIAN.

One Hundred and Fifty Miles of Rebel
Railroad Communication Destroyed.

The Key to the Rebel Military
Operations in the South¬
west Irreparably Ruined.

Mississippi Redeemed from
Rebel Rule.

Fall Details ef the Eatire Expedition
hrom Its Departure Until It Re¬
turned to the Mississippi River,

&o.j Sco.

De D, Rftndolph Kelm'a Pegpatchcs.
Mbridmn, ln?8., Feb. 19,

omuuiiution opmmm*.pla* or iurco.
Fop several weeka prior to the setting out ot the pre-

Hot expedition General Sherman bad been industriously
ad quietly at work organizing a force which was destined
Per oh of the most brilliant and effective movements of
the war. At Memphis he gatbered a body of cavalry
numbering about eight thouBand, under General Wm.
Booy Smith, and, when it was thoroughly organized, or¬
dered it to move at a certain time and sever the rail
roads somowhero in the vicinity of this place.
From Memphis the General left for Vickeburg, having

previously moved thence the larger part of the Sixteeatb
eorpo. This toroe, together with a portion or the
Seventeenth corps, wes consolidated tnte a column
fer movement in the direction of Meridian,
along the raiircad connecting Vicksburg, Jack
ion end Meridian. It was determined also to transport
.applies for twenty days and ammunition for the cam

palgn In the wagons. For subsistence the tro.ipe were

to depend mainly upon the country. By this plan the
in«Hj of a base of supplies wa« obviated and the
army unembarrassed by being obliged to keep open a

leng line of communication with the roar, everything
accessary to insure the success o: the enterprise was

thoroughly accomplished.
Tlie 8PIB1T OP TBS TROOPS

eras of a character most Belt- ring to success. And it
Should be stated that, notwithstanding the promise and
expectation or immediate furloughs under the re enlist
men! act, there wnt but little dissatisfaction among
the men, and that only among a class of
those who lire never coutentrd. The umjority seomcd
anxious to add another page to their bright rocord, and
to go home crowned with tho gl rlos f another campaign.
Under such auspicious circumstances and feelings the
foroee of ibe expedition left Vlrkeburg on the morning of
February 8, and moved by several roads, each corps for
Ma respective designated crossing of the Big Hlack river
As the expedition covert a large extent of tewilory. It

will be Imposrble to give It that minuteness of detsli
which it deserves. I will confine myself to the cardinal
lea ures of the expedition, and even this will require a

wary crude form of narration
ciuiaatMu rue hlm a rivbr akd advaxcr.

At one o'elock on February 3 the troops of the Seven
teen lb corps crossed the Big Blacx at the railroad brides,
erblle the Sixteenth corps at the same time crossed at

Messenger's ferry, six miles above Since the occupa
lion of Vtckiburg by our forces during last July the Big
Hack has been held by a detachment of our forces as an

.otpoet and de'ence against lbs too close encroachments
ef the enemy's cavalry, which has never fot any length
af time entirely disappeared from our front. Beyond
thie stream «e have oevyr occupied, though frequent In
¦arsions bare been made into tbe territory, either for re-

¦ooootesanre or destruction of tbe enemy's supplies.
The psresi e of tbe river, therefore, found us in tbe coun¬

try of tbe adversary, aad hie pickets end parties of
observation were soon seen or encountered On the
¦erne night tbe two corpe bivouacked oo two roads about
tve miles (torn the river.
Tbe Mil morning at seven o'clock both commands

.gain moved forward upon their respective lines of
anarch Tbe dixteemb corpe experienced little opposition
tf irrng tbe day, tbe enemy's attest oo seeming v> be ex

a-'uelsely absorbed by tbe edvaoce of tbe Seventeenth
.orpe, M having tbe main travelled road. Upon arriving
to tbe vleioliy ef the o» i battle Qeid of Champion'* Bill
Mm enemy showed signs of a disposition to opi>o»e us wtib
A more determined hostility than ws bad experienced
dariof the earlier pert ef tb* dayV a mar.

Afieut our ofkxit in tb* afternoon the cavalry
gk rmUhera came together la eavairy ttaM part of ibt>
M'www *"» "tlww|»»« wm'Mb mounted

gft 3* V..* isytiiMMt be* as beta eoaceutrated
at Meatpbte fee the paryuea a'ready mei tiooed

eeaaequeoc1. »'ie . brith affair
these two bodtne tb uf utry ef the cfpe wee

brought forward, m4, i. .. ga u>e ensuing ch>test sever

¦¦earned lb* dtmeaerm* «r e bottle, It was decidedly, for
. tlaee, a considerable ekinuwb. Tb* Fifteenth and
MixU*r«lb UHo'ds infantry, Col met Roger* and Mator
Malty, and aa Ohio eettery seer* tbe force* engaged o*

.ur etde, At length our troop* eameeded ts forcing tb*
aaemy ut mire, aad pursued, driving him ecruee Maker's
.reek. Our irony* held ey bare, aed tbe satire eorp*
.weed up aed bivwuacked Tbe eaemy *a tb* opyoeiu
.Me ef tb* ereefc ale* made preparelMM for tbe eight,
.ad tb* ytekeH ef tb* two armiee etaod arrayed against
act other, eeyareted oaly by a small elraam a row yard*
la width.
lb* casualties of tb* dayea tb* pert ef lb# .eyeetooeib

.orpe seer* about eta killed ead fourtee* wounded Tbe

toe* of tb* enemy, aa learned from e privets letter sap
tared several days after, waa Bfty kilted ead wiasnded
|a prisoners, several were loet m Feeler's beilaltna.
match opened ih* sageg imeat. tFeeepturod e lieu enani

xed seven pt vales. Pit parlies need artillery during
tb* day. Ueutoeaal Oeleoel A M. F"w#tl, chief of *r

emery, superintended IbM arm. choosing M* yettiM*.
wbtrb I* every vase proved very eflkciive. Tb* eaemy
discovered ear pleeee durtag the day
H whs aattclpeted that lb* Mtewtag ¦» reteg wo id

Vlag oa aa engagement of eeaMobareater, la tbw. bow-

aver, w* were disappointed. Tb# ereuk was croete.1

aader a Hgbt aad eveitert* Ore, aad oof Mopp« a*»ed

un their rout* will* HUM <>«t ^glK,g though ek-rm'.slung
was continuous.

MUt CUSTOM
Opoo arriving at n ,*l<Uy lo tka vicinity of .)talot> the

advance ol the t ^ armies again engaged Id a at irltod
contest. Tito "'.slay, however, was but momentary, aud
we euon m< ,ved forward, and marched lb rough Clin loo
without 'waiting. The Sixteenth corps during the day
encoit^rered a more decided opposition than during the

Pr'/eedin| day. Doth corps, however, suffered little loss
.Uber of men or time.
Oo the same afternoon Colonel WIdsIow's cavalry, of

the Seventeenth eorpe, auoceeded in capturing one

pieoe of artillery and n caisson, and drove the
euemy towards Jackson, on the outskirts of which
they again formod hi line. The conflict here was

short, and the enemy withdrew rapidly serosa Pearl

river, not baring time to destroy his pontoon boats, lie
pursued the Canton road towards the north. Oonsral
Stephen D. Lee oommanded Ute enemy's force, and the
manner In which be disposed of the troops under bis
orders was highly effective and be was warmly compll
.tonled by oar commanding officer*.
Our tooa during these affeMi waa twenty killed and

wounded. General lfcPberson In tbsae affairs war sere-
ral times made the target af Uto enemy's sharpshooters
and artillery. Lieutenant Colonel CUrk, Adjutant Gene¬
ral of the Sereoteeotn corps, la person directed the ope¬
rations of the oaralry on this day, and, by ooa successful
charge ordered by bitn and executed by the Eleventh
Illinois cavalry, under Colonel Kerr, oompletely dlaoom-
fltted the enemy and hastened his flight. In this last
affelr Colonel Clark's horse suffered a severe wound in the
leg, oompletely disabling him, and the Colonel himself
was hit by a splinter oo the anger, and narrowly asoaped
more serious Injury from the missiles,
ooctirxnor or uxrxsos, hiss..crocsiso tot rsxat aivan.
lbs same evening tbs headquarters of the Seventeenth

corpa wore In Jackson, and tba main body of Ibo troops
bivouacked within Ave miles of the city. The Sixteenth
corps Joined us at Jackson Tba first person In tba town
was Lieutenant Vernay.
Tho out day was spool to reconstructing the bridge

.cross 'earl river. The enemy, after crossing, merely
out tbe guy ropce end Rome of the timbers floated o.T but
tbo boats wero not damaged. Captain Andrew iieckea
looper, Chief Engineer of tbe Seventeenth corps, had lbs
bridging of the rlvor under his superlnuoden^e, assisted
by Captains Black and Merrill
On February T, at seven A. M , our fores* oommanced

crossing I'eorl rlvor, tba Seventeenth corps I- aIvanco
There was but Utile skirmishing during the day.
The army encamped In the vicinity of Brandon This
day our troops captured a deserter rrom tbe Thtr
teenth Illinois, Company 0, who had deserted to Wirt
Adams on tbe first attack on Vick.'burg He was rscog
nised by soma or bis company. French, with two
brigades, was In Brandon In tbs morning of tbe day upon
which our forces took possession.

BiraianmiT er inn cans.
The next day tbe army moved forward with little or

no opposition until arriving In tbe vicinity of Line creek.
Hero a considerable force of tbe enemy was discovered In
line of battle in front of a bouse inhabited by * family
Tbe enemy flred upon our advance eavalry, under Col
Winslow. Tbe volley was returned. Accidentally oae
of onr mlssllea killed a woman occupy leg tbe house. 8bo
was discovered dead when the enemy broke. Her
family were properly cared for. Tbe reason given for tbe
rapil withdrawal of tW 3t*mJ
tton 00 the part of some of bis tnleotr^T *'». |
greatest demoralisetlea Is said to prevail, and tbe refusal
to flgbt la vary good evidence of tbe fact. On this eight
onr force bivouacked on Uoe creek*. Tbe probable
strength or tbe enemy, bated upon statements received
from prisoners and dusertsrs. was est down si flfteeu
thousand.

tbs adtabci msi-kid.cbaso* or mow.
On tbs Otb tbe army was again to motion by eight

o'clock. Rather reliable Information was received In tbe
night tbat tbe enemy wonld flgbt at Morton ; but upon ar¬

riving at tbat place about noon it was discovered that be
had left several hour* before. Tbe Seventeenth corps
here went lots camp, In order to allow the filiteuolb
corps to take tbe advance. During tbe day fifty desert¬
ers cam* In.
From Morton on tbe next day tbe army made fifteen

miles and bivouacked. Turing tbe march several forager*
from our army were captured by the enemy, an! It baa
been stated upon good autborily that tbsy wsre bung.
Tbe neat day's raarob was necessarily very slow,

owing to swamps. The two Pioneer corps of tbe oom

mend were temporarily ooasMldeled under Oepiaiu
Hickcnlooper. The energy oabibitod by this oHicor aod
the efficiency of (the work executed under bis iupervislon
reflected great credit upon b'.s engineering ability N'ot
withstanding all these delays the army, with all its
trains, made twelve miloe aud went into camp
Ou the following morning Captain J. 8. Foster. Fourth

Ohio Independent cavalry, commanding cavalry bat
talion, set out, in accordance with orders, and
moved to talco a station ou the railroad. A snaal
fort e or the enemy in the vlllugowtse on driven out, and
two engines. tbTty-tlve care, a tum-Ubh, round house,
machine shops »nd several mills were destroys'.'.a a:'
val e«l at five hundred thousand dollars.

BARROW S-CAFU or OEMCRAL SMFRilA*
On the l'kih op" army arrived In tho evening et Deca

tnr. In the afternoon about two hundred of tbe enemy,
under Captain Kavanaugh, made a dusb upon tbe wagoa
train of the Sixteenth corps, killing twenty-lour mutes,
but no men. General Sherman almost fell into tbe hands
of ihe onemy, and was saved only by the valor of bis
bodyguard, lroops were eoon brought to the scene of
the afiair, end the enemy as quickly withdrew.

VrCADILT t.ftWARD.sxrioniOB ro NIWTOV.

Ou February 13 General Cbamberi, commanding the
Tows Brigade, took tbe advance and led off
the column with little delay, and arrived in
camp on Big Cbtinkey river at ball-past eight o'clock I'
M bp to this time no reliable news bed been received
froiu General Smith's column.
Tbe next dav the army advanced twelve m.tea, with

little skirmishing. On the same day General M. F. Force
left with bis command for Newton, a railroad station.
He set ont before daylight. Hit expedition waa success

ful, elect.ug everything tbat was designed. On she same

day, alio, the trains were left on Cbunkoy river, under e

strong guard, commanded by General Chambers. Ihe
reel of the true, a, with tao wagons, two ambulances and
one hospital wagon to a reg'ment, moved forward qui t y
upon Meridian.

OOCVPATIOB Or VKRIUIilf.
The advance of tbe Slxteeuth corps entered during tbe

afterni-on without opposition, the enemy baring previous
ly withdrawn. Tbe Seventeenth corps canned that oigbl
Ave miloe from tbe town end entered on tbe morning of
the 1Mb In a terrific rain storm.
Upon arriving in tbe village It was found tbat tbe

uoemy bad romoved all ble stores and trains, but the
great object of the expedition was net defeated, and tbe
destruction of tbe railroads was at oaoe commenced, not
withstanding itie rein.

. . m BKBXL ABtlT.
Tbe entire concentrated force of ibe onemy, aa already

stated, in this section Is estimated el arisen thousand
men imposing our m" reject wye Pjo tjlyisiooe, under

frrtcb tyi Lortog! including tae CilgaJS* *niher.
«t *«. John Adame, Al en, Wbllaker, Buford, Baldwin
and Cockerel Tbe morale of their ermy Is shock Inf. In

sevrrel instance*, according to tbe report* of deoertere,

.org* romi-er* of men utterly refused to flgbt, m"/
Ibrew i*g down their ertne. From report! I 'earn
that the entiny determined to make * eland al

brsauon, Morten, near Line creek end al Ms

ridtea but at *on* of theeo po.ut* o>u'.d tbe men

bs prevailed upon to eland. In the vlclully of l.kne creek

tbe enemy formed in Moo of battle four time*, but so

grwti b*d become tbe ptolc and consequent loeubor.
diuatvoo upon lb* approach of oar army tbel eeyfrai
regiineate were put under guard and marched lo lb*
raws On* very oouviDCiog fact of lb1* stale of lb* so*

¦rS ooldlora la lb* oeoc«*lty of alway* beeping hi*

cavalry hot were bla tof»niry and onr army On one oo-

aaoi<>n, wbeo hie eavalry boc*m* so eloeely preeeed u to
bo obHgod to move riora beiween tbo ermios, a* m*oy oo

.fly desortora e*mo wltbia our line* All of these
Mowed lo be of lb* opinion that further rebellion wee in

aeoeeoary sod ieiieeo. that ibey bad noih.og lavorabie
b> b»|* for, and that ibe eoollouauce of ibe tiruggl*
was but M.<*niflying ibeir luflering* aud more

surely eoneutnmailog the ruin of themselves,
tbotr homos and ibelr boot totereeta. There
bee t*oeo a* movement of ibo war l* whlcb lb* hor*l*t«
noae of ibo floutbern conso baa boon brought more direct¬
ly bow l<> tbe hearts of lLa ooldier* and tbe ponpie in

lb* Ib»o tbe present, aod doubii*** be or* lb*

lie-

army returns to Ibe river many more wiU be similarly
impi eased

(iKNKRtl SUKSMA.Vs CVNURA1 I'l AlORY OHIil R.

Upon ibe occupation o/ Meridian General bherman Is¬
sued ibe following congratulatory address to bis truopa..

Hsadqu irtkhs, Dii'artkkni or THv I'lwvtCf-irrs, I
Mskibun, Mis*., Feb. 16, IH64. J

1 he General I'omr mcdlug conveys his congratulations
and thank* to tbo otticors and men comp wing thiu com¬
mand for tbelr most successful accomplishment of one
of the great problems of the war. Meridian, the great
railway centre of the Southwest, Is now In our possession,
and by industry and hard work can bo rendered useless
to the oueray and deprive him of the chief source of sup¬
ply to hie urnues. .Secrecy In plan aud rapidity of e&e
cutlon Accomplish the best results of war; aud the General
C niimundlug assures all that by following their. loatlni s
fearlessly and with confluence they will in time reap the
reward so dear to us all.a peace that will never again be
disturbed in our couutry by a disc ntouted minority
By orderof W.T.SHERMAN,

Major General Commanding.
PLAN Of ACTION.

The following Instructions wsrs issued'to tbo troops by
General Sherman:.

HXADQCARXEHS DSPARTNItNT OP SOB TRNNR SRI,
Mammal*, Miss , Feb. 16,1304.

1. The dsstrnotioa of the railroads Intersect ing at
ridian is of great tmportanoo and should be done .most
effect11.ally. Every tie and rati for many miles in each
direction should be absolutely destroyed or iutured, and
every bridge and oulvert should be completely destroyed.
To insure this end, to Gssssel Hurlbut is entrusted the
destruotion esst and north, and to Genoral Mel'berson ttio
roads west and south. The troops should be Impressed
wltb the Importance of this work, and also that tlmo
Is material, and therefore it should be begun at
once and be prosecuted with all the energy possible.
Working parties should be composed of about cue half
tbo command, and they should move by regiments, pro¬
vided with their arms aud haversacks, roady to repelattacks of cavalry. The other half In reserve will b'e ante
to watoh the enemy retreating eastward.

2. Colonel E. 7. Winslow, commanding cavalry, will
koep bis cavalry It) advance of tbo party working east¬
ward. sod will sot as though this army were slowly pur¬
suing the enemy.

8. Special instructions will be given as to to the gen¬
eral supply train; and the troops now In Meridian will,
under proper brigade portiee, colleot men), meat and
supplies. The deetructloo or buildings uinst be deferred
tin tue lost m uuenl, wben s special detail wi|l be made
for that purpose.
By order ol W. T. SHERMAN,

Major General Commanding
ms Hill ROADS D8STIJ0VTO.CAPTCRB Of KfTBRPBISB AND

QUITMAN.
In obedience to the instructions, the destruction of the

railroads In tbo village aud vicinity was entrusted to tbo
superintendence of Chier Engineer Hlckonlooper, assisted
by Captains Black and Merrill and the pioneer companies
of the several divisions of the Seventeenth corps. Geno
rsl Veatch's division, of the Sixteenth corps, destroyed
tne road flflosn miles oast, In the direction of Oomopolls,
Ala.; General A. J. Smith's division, of the same corps,
towards the north; Crocker's and Leggett's divisions, of
the Seventeenth corps, towards the west and south.
General Crocker, with his division, on the second day

after our occupation of Meridian, moved against and
captured the towa of Enterprise, destroying the rail road
completely along bis route.
General W. Q. Gresham, or Crocker's division, with

hit brigade, penetrated fourteen miles further south, to
Quitman, tearing up the railroad, burning tho lies, bend¬
ing the rails, destroying three miles of trestle work,
several steam mills, and a bridge over two hundred feet
In length. A still mors remarkable feature of this expo
dltioo Is the fact that the brigade, from seven A. M. till
Bins P. M. of the same day, marched twenty-seven miles,
spending roar hours of the time In effecting the above
mentioned destruction. This is quite s flattering coin

Btyeocement of the General's career under his sew rank

General* Maltby, force, Kirby Smith and Colonel Hall,
with their brigades, also did valuable service on the
southern and western sections of the road on the second
day. Colonel a 7. Potts' brigade was ordered along the
railroad towards the west and completed its destruotion,
after which be moved Tor the wagon train parked on Big
Chunkey creek,and relieved General Chambers, who was
ordered hers wltb his command. The great feat of the
expedition In the way of marching was performed by
ibl* brigade on this occasion. On ibe day after Colonel
Potts arrived It set, out at seven A. M. and marched
hers.a distance of eighteen mites«»lD six hours, having
spsnt an hour out of tbe six In resting. During our occupa¬
tion of this place up to tbe present tbe work or destroying
rsiireads has been continually going on; but tbe burniog
of government builduus Is reserved for tbo day of cur

departure in return. Tbls was a matter of foresight, with
the design of sbelterirj our troop* In case of a return of
tbe rain experienced on tbe morning of occupation.

WUUDIAV.
Merid an is a Tillage of three hundred inhabitants, in

IftMitaippI, about midway belwoen the northern ant]
southern boundary of tbe State, and fifteen miles from
the Alabama line. It is situated at tbe point or Inter¬
section of tbe Mobile and Ohio Railroad from Columbus,
Ky , sod tbe Southern Railroad from Vicksbtfrg to Solma,
Ala. In consider ition of tbis tbe place was one or Im
meu<s lm,variance to tbe enemy, in a military point or
new, end has b -en tbe centre or m ich of tbe material ol
war belonging to tbe confederacy In tbis section
Prior to the sucoaea attending our arms last
summer Meridian waj tbe key to communications
beiweon tbe tran-.Muairsippi Departmont, Vlcksburg.
Hobia and the lent. Tbe surrender of Vlcksburg and
the destruction of tbe railroad to Jackson put an end to
lebel occ ipatlm we«t of tba Poarl river, wrested from
II.em liny lailusof road and severed Intercourse with tnolr
arm km wen of tbe Mississippi. Tbe prsssnt expedition bas
been equally as Important In tbe destruction of tba centra
of the entire network of communication tn tbe Southwest,
hiiberto so advantage i.uly us«.l by tbe enemy. Tbe leat

llnajjf railroads bas fallen from bin control, (fanceforlb
a force destined to reinforce Mobile will be obliged to per¬
form many mites of lbs distance on foot, or else use

water communication by tbs Toinbigbes and Alabama
rivers.

its mi it art VAtn to rns aiaru.
From tba character of tbe buildings and Improvements

or tbs Iowa it waa evidently tbs intention of tbe enemy
toestnblisb bere tbe great military post of the eotire
vouthw»tl. An arsenal, axteoslve depots and ware¬

houses, machine (hops, barracks and hospitals, all new,
and tome stilt unfinished, were found upon our oocupa
tion. A partly ooupletod residence was pointed out to
me as having been ersetad for tbs use of Qsnerei Polk,
tbs commanding general of tbs department. Many
other bQtldtnga wars being constructed, probably
wltb a tisw to tba accommodation of officers. How¬
ever, all tbeia plans have bean pretty effectually
disarranged, and tba confederacy Jn tbs fulore will be
obliged to sslact a lost oonveoiont locality ta order lo

carry oat its dreams of authority la tba doutbwest.
From praaent appearances there will shortly be o« choice
left them wast of Georgia.

rns oorafRT aaotrss
Tbs country through which tbs army passed was

mainly uninviting tn prospect nod quality of soil, fbe
laud Is poor and In many parts stndy or low aod

swampy. Tbs oouulry between the Pearl and Misslts:, pi
rivers Is mucb mors fertile than that beiweeo tba
Pearl tnd Torobigboc. Agriculture lo tbe first
mentioned section receives some attention,
aad tbe investment of eapital and l»V>r
bas brought Into existence some sice ient

plantations, bnt west of tbe Pearl tba land ta aim< s(

worthless, and hardly repays tba primitive and aconomi
cal manner of Us cultivation. Hers ws meet wji^b .unftsl
a continuous pins forest which Would meV« excliwl
lumber.and hers opens a fine field for an tcterpritiug
Y»pkea, Land varies from Twenty five cents to five del
lers per sore, wltb Uta convenience of rallroaJ transput
Mtloa, wbicb wsa at hand and will be again up n tbo re

turn of pssca. A steam sawmill would be profit <b «, »'-»d

ready buyers em.Id be found in tbe markets of Vicksburg
and all Uta river towns aad cities, tnoiuilvsuf Nsw Oreeas

TH« ATIOR.

AS s consequence y lbs condition <>f the oonatry »gv»
enlloralty its population is very sparse, nod lb' '«*

Inhahlling H srs an abject and ignorant class, who »n> w

perhaps as little of ths present struggle between the

North and Couth as possible for h iman beings, and *eem

to exert so influence and fool tittle ooocuru as to tbe
issue. Upon the advance el our forces a me would se< ret-

themselves aad their eflecls in tbe Woods, wnns

others would look os wits an apathetic stare

and, as might be sxpsoted, no bostii ty tsvards cur

soutisrs was evinced It is a matter of n« surprss thst

the secession movement found many supporters n tins

section, for tbs Inhibit mis art aot given 10 thlnsmg for

Um maelvee, aor did H roqulro s remorkablo dM,'l*y d'

persuasion to fOrca tholr ignorant minds into ihebc'W
Ibal tbeir Interest* lay wltb the rebellion of the sunburn

,StHies. Perhaps by Ihe time e ir army Will li»*« trf

versed tbs rest of us routs on »ho wav bwk the poo iiat. -n

will bo aroused to tbo fuel of tbo deceptive alorios ->< ao

uuforined nationality aol tdo uucerteinlies attending re
ftMUoa.

Til* t'fllJgs lOR rill KXfRDITIOW.
When the expedition left Vicksburg twenty deye' sup¬

plies of bard broad, rugar, coflbo and salt were placed in
wagons, and orders were issued for tbe troops to subsist
upou the oountry. U|>oo oorarriv.il bore It was found
tbat tbe troops bad consumed but four out of twelve
days'rMlouf.tbe rem under of tbe subslstsooo hav'ng
been drawn from the oountry. At present tbere aro seve¬
ral mills la tbe vicinity in full operation grinding nto.il.
Tbe avorago oapac'.ty of ouch mill Is about six bushels
per bour, wh ch bus been found a valuable assistance
in tbe supply of tbo troops. On the much a
Ittrge number of mills were destroyed, and all
of thom will doubtloss abare tbe sanio futo as our army
withdraws. 'Ibo mills of the oountry bawo been tbe sup¬
port of tbo Oticmy during hus occupation of this region.
Tbolr destruction Is us g:oat en obataclo to bla reoccupa-
tlon of Southern Mississippi as tbe ruin of raitruad com-
mublcattob.

wo.v-arrival or surra's cavalry.
Wben this portion of the expedition arrived bere tt

wee found tbat Oenoral Smith's cavalry bad qoi

yet made Its appearance. Several days before
Information was received from deserters sad pris¬
oners tbat be bad been at Lauderdale Station,
forty bve miles above. Nothing further, however, bag
been received, and It Is doubtful wbetber that informs
lion was oorrect. a groat deal depended upon Ibe co
operation o( Smith's column, and If it bad been success
ful in accompli'biug what was laid out for it tbe one
my's stores, and possibly many of his troops, would have
fallen Into cur bands. Much speculation Is sQoat as to tbe
oause of bis non-appearance. By eomo ,lt ts supposed
that be encountered a stronger oppouitton from Forrest's
command tMn wus looked for. !t hardly seems probable
that he would have deviated so far from bis oourse as to
attack Seimrv Tbo gro:.test curiosity prevails among
olltcers as to bis whereabouts and the fortune or bis
movements,

wnr rn» rsbvls riu.t back
It was at ooo time supposed that the ready giving way

of tbe enemy upon our advance was the effect of Smith's
presence In their rear. It is uow known tbat tbo euemy,
presuming our destination was Mobile, fell back with s

view to ontlciug us Into the country, as they oxpliio
their movement. They have now learned, wben too late,
that Mor diaa and the destruction of lbs railroads cen

torlng here wore th-j mam objects to be attained. It Is
¦aid tbat'icnoral Polk rem irked that if be had known this
be would have given us fight before reaching Meridian.
This M ou-j way of coveriug up the demoralization
of his army. If Smith had como up it is
not Improbable we would have vorlQed bis expectations
and marched for Mobile; and It Is not boastful to edd that
General Sherman would havs been fully able to consum¬
mate tbe stl'.l greater glory and success of bis daring
movomeat in the capture of lbs last Important city of
the enemy in tbe Southwest.
Tbe accomplishment of tbe expedition thus far could

not have been favored by more egreeable weather.
With the exception of a few boars' severe rain upon tbe
morning of the entran ce of tbo Seventeenth corps Into
the village tbe sun shone continuously and benutifuily.
The roads were consequently In excellent oonditlon and
marching an agreeable duty. The rain has now passed,
leaving lb? atmosphere quite oold. This, however, will
ba e tbe effect of quickening the movements of the men.

r}flKjoctrimM, SKTRNTBrrra Aur Corn.
Ir Uxar, or Btu Uaubxar Kivan, Miss.

Feb. 18tH
tor ixmaismam or rat sirta-noa.ivacuatiojt or

muDiiv.
Yesterday afternoon, tbe destruction of tbe nil*

roads being fully accomplished, orders were issued by
Goners'. Sherman for the troops to eracuaie Meridian,
the root* and length of each day's march until our ar

rival at Htllsboro being given.
This morning at daylight the commands still In the

Tillage were in movement. During the two days Immo
diateiy prior to our departure the larger part or tbe
troope bad beeo distributed la rarlous direction* to
qnkken the prosecution of tbe work or authorized destruo
tiou. By last evening tbe greater part of tbe troope bad
rev roed to tbts place, and it was then ordered tijat tbe Six .

tee rn corp.* which Oen. Sherman accompanied In person,
should more norfliward towards Marlon, while the Seven
toentli oorps was ordered to return by tbe route of our ad-
vjr.ee, Crock?.' baviug moved tbo nlgbt before with bis di-
vis on directly from Enterprise to tbe main road, Ave mile*
west of Meridian It was at tbe 3smo time ordered tbat
tins corpa should move to Oillsbiro, a distance or sixty
miles, where tbe Sixteenth corps will join us, and the
wagon trains, which aro moving one day la advance of
the column, will again be asslgaod to ihe:r respective
corps.
usstrc tics or ras ssmn. covirxmsxi iv*?!5 ,e.rs

TOOSRS.
Upon tbo withdrawal of our forces from Meridian this

morning all the government buildings and property wore

burned by orders from tbe logttimste authorities. The
last company that loft tbe town was Foster s Fourth In¬
dependent Ohio cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant 3 D.
Porter The object id loavtng this force was to prevent
toy unauthorized destruction ot private property by
stragglers.
A large number ot refugees, particularly employes of

tbe railroads, aro accompanying tbe army to Vicka
burg. Those people have furnished their own con¬

veyances end prorlelons, and will probably be
no embarrassment to tbe army. At Billsboro
many of tbem will be placed In empty gov
eminent wagone and otherwise cared for. Those
who have thus taken advantage of tbia opportunity to

escape the dominion or the tyraony tbey have expe¬
rienced for the past three years are greatly r«|otced at
the project of an early return to the peaco. quiet and
a ctirity ot th* Northern States. A large number of tbe
inevitable contraband! ar* eiso accompanying th* army.

¦orsMsme o» ran nnxLS.
Wo have learned some further intelligence a* to the

direction taken by lb* enemy after hie leaving Meridian.
It seems no largest tores moved southward, towards
Mobile, wblie another force hen goua to Demopolis, on

tbe Tombigbee river, and still nrntber northward. The
cavalry, under Ras nod Adams, ere reported on our

Canks, bat have stood At e distance, firing us no trouble
or delay.
At rour o'clock P. M., nfler having marched fifteen

rniiee.the day's m >rob ordered by General Sbormau.
this parlor the army bivouacked upon the stream from
which the protect letter W dated.

Hi«T«itJ wrrnna, Snvnvrsavrn Aaxr ^onrs, JThru M 'jss hasr or ream Rivra, Feb. ii, 1101
On February 21, at seven A. M., with Leggott e di¬

vision in the Advance, this oorpa was again to motion
As we were about moving out several t-uta were dis¬
severed on th* roedslde, end upon examination were

fouad to contain several smallpox patients. The Medical
Direct >r of tnia o >rps, Dr. Boucher, immediately inquired
into their condition, and found that they bolonged to the
Sixteenth oorpa, and had been left there by the surgeon
left with the S xleeaih oorps train. The men had no

adequate attendance sod were without food end medt
o n# Dr. Boucher el once aeourou several erabi-
uqc'., hud pieced Us* patients la them, with

pr i-or j-ereooi to cere for thorn, end with

ardors to follow in the resr of tbe column

uetil the conjunction of the two corps, when tboy were

to he turned over to their proper mod cal o flcers Ibis

eve of lufsmwo* neglect will bo reported to Dr. Camp-
no ., u>"!>ct: Director of tbe Aixtcentb corps, aud there

is uo d<> hi toe a abur of the outrage will be deservedly
tfisuiiMsd fram the service.

m nsr an mas o.

after nur, hlog with good speed, const lerlog the

ewimps through which we passed, the corps biv >uacked
in tbe viun.ty of Decatur
On taeuoAl day Its oaiurnand made sevtnttsn in .ee sod

bivouac*- <1 on I'uU oia creek On tbe ttd, in tbe after

o<Kin the -*¦ etiicenth c-ifi* entered H'Mabcro, end shortly
aftvr in* dlsletuMi enivrod also The letter command
m<i m, r-'.'uli} .<.,oiitpiubej. with lutle apt. sition the

.beet »f t* march »< Marion and to this point. Orde'S

w, re untti",l-atety issued that ibe trao.t should be

dirt ted ted each oorps prepare «e move agam id the

in.mint
On t epr are 24 General Chambers, with Ms tows

Prig vie. eiv.rtl el -Urlighl >n tnv rnnn t* an toe roed

tor »e»rl ' * r. with iMtructwag is retch that point
(ah it thlriy n ie*l »»v e?sn» * pi. nver rorps was >r-

sau »«wi n-ler « villain rtp-ktiileiprr tnd aoni ny the

san.e ma-i to prepaid th* »r dge for the pi**ato of (he

two a a th* .tme ii-ruing (he Sixteenth corjit i*fl

by the tiuoe rued, aat tbe aaveiuoeatb be enother.

but tending to ibe Mine point, both commands
being ordered to reach Pearl river bp to-morrow night.
Thin afternoon botb oorpe were within several aides o
tbo river, and bivouacked, awaiting ibe eomplotlon or tbe
bridge. Fortunately several acowa were found, which
answered the purpose of pontoona. Tbe entire length of
bridging wua one hundred and sixty root. >

t'KARI. IIVKK US' R08SKD.
By five o'clock this afternoon Chambera, In the ad-

vauoe, crossed the river without opposition, and moved a
low miles and bivouacked. The advance of the Sixteenth
corps Immediately followed. At nine o'clock in the even¬
ing eorne difficulty waa experienced with one of the soows,
and the crossing waa discontinued while the engineers
again wont to work to repair the difficulty.

1 should have stated that on tbe Orst day out from
Hi'lsboro sovoral of our advance enoountercd several of
rebel officers at a bouse, and as tbey attempted to tnako
tholr escape shut tbe borse of Colouol Ballautlne's Adju¬
tant General. Tbe party were not captured, In tonse
quence of tbs Ignorance of oilmen of tbe roads, our parly
expecting to intoroopt thorn on tbe rlgbt, when tbo lett
was the proper direction.

Cantos, Miss., Fob. 30.1864.
At midnight the bridge acroes tbo Pearl was repaired

and orosslng was Immediately resumed. Tbo Sixteenth
corps waa all over by alx o'olock A. tl , and tbo Seven
teentb at once followed. Tbe entire army moved directly
for ibis plaoe.

inaivii if canto*.

By noon Chamber* entered tbe town and placed bis
entlro brigade on provost duty to prevo t the robbing
Of citlzons and destruction of properly. The Fourth Iowa
cavalry, under Colonel Wtnalow, eotcrod from the north,
bringing In a largo number or wagons and quantities of
bacon and negroes, which wors being taken off by citi¬
zens.

Ibe Sixfeoath and Seventeenth corps botb camped In
the vicinity of the town during the afternoon.
Con ion was ctitiroly evacuated before our troops ar¬

rived. Wo captured seventeen engines, thirty cars and
s me stores.
Tbe people of the town wero less vindictive towards

our officers and men than havo boon the people In the
other regions through which we passed. Ladies prome¬
naded the streets, notwithstanding the presence or our
soldiers. Gousral Shorman has ordorod for tho prosout
tbui the Sevonteunth corps shall oporato between this
point aud Pearl river, and tho Sixtoduth between hero
and the Big Black. The object Is tho destruction of rail¬
roads and ulher operations of an Important character.

ViCKjnuno, Fob 29, 1834.
RTTUR.1 TO VJCKSBrttO.

Yesterday morning at eight o'c'.ock, esoortod by the
Fourth Iowa oavalry, Colo..el Winslow, General Sborman
and stall set out from Canton for this place. XL.a being
the tint opportunity, 1 also accompanied the party. The
distance between the two points Is a trifle over seventy
miles. By seven o'clock this morning we arrived at the
Big Black, and taking an aztra train we reached here at
ten o'clock. The two corps were left at Canton
to carry out the Inst ructions given them, which I have
mentioned In a former tenter. The expedition, however,
may now be considered competed, and a very brief re¬
view of the whole may not be oat of place bore,

THE OBJECT or TBI XXPtDITlOX
.earns to have been the demolition 'of the chain of rail¬
ways centering at Meridian. In effecting this General
Sherman's column was eminently successful. Fully one
hundred mllee or road have been literally destroyed, no¬

thing being left but bent and useless rails. As re.

gards the future reaccupation of the State by
the enemy, this is an Impassibility. Tbe sub¬
sistence of oar large force upon the meagre
produce tn store tn the country has drawn off,
In all probability, more than tbe surplus above tbe im
mediate wants or the borne p< pulatton. This wilt oblige
many to leave the SUto or seok other portions that have
not been visited by our troops. This being the case, with
hie very poor moans of transportation tbe enemy will
hardly flod it convenient, if indeed possible, to return to
Mississippi In any force. A small oavalry party may
dud a^xiorly compensated necessity of remaining, with¬
out, boyvever, the least embarrassment or effect upon our
future operations. Tbe expedition may therefore be
considered asncceae.ffret, In tbo destruction of railroads,
ant second, in tbe wresting of the Stale from the pos¬
session of the enemy.

GOSORAL W. 3. SMITH'S CAVAIRY MOVEMENT'..
The signal failure of Gen. W. 9. Smith's cavalry column,

which should have set out from Memphis on tbe 1st of
the month, but did not until tbo lltb, defoatad a well
laid plan on the part of Sherman to capture tbe larger
part of tho enemy's force. If Smith bad set out
when ordered be could have accomplished all that
was expected of him; for until the Gth our column was

eog iging the main strength ol the enemy's cavalry uoder
Leo. Uowever, when Lee found it was our object to
penetrate east of tbe Pearl river, and having an inautU-
cient force to em cesafaliy delay oar march, he moved
north and concentrated all his strength.\ iz: tbe com¬
mands of Forrest, Chalmers, Jackson and those under
bis Immediate c> mtuand.against Smith, who,
by that time, should have passed completely
out of reach of these troops and been well on tho way to
L'emopolis, Ala., on the Tomblgbee. 11.s unaccountab'.o
dolay, however, gave the enemy plenty of time to mature
hie plans and succ^fully put tbera into execution
Tbe excuse given, that when Smith heard Sherman

had occupied Meridian be thought it unceces

sary to go forward, Is b t a poor and griev¬
ously unmlllury palliation of a defeat. The so¬

licitude and detention experienced while our
forces were in Meridian In expectation of Smith's arrival
are sufficient grounds for the belief that Smith had oo

discretionary privileges as regarded his return until tbe
objoct of his mission was fully achieved.

If Smith, bad oome up, even after the occupation of
Meridian by General Sherman, there Is no doubt we

would nave Inflicted a still more lasting disaster upon the
rebel cause than they met from the unaided exertions of
the Sixteenth and SovcDteoutb corps.

ooR name.

In the entire expedition there were about eight hundred
bortee and mulos oaptured and three hundred prisoner!
taken, among waom were tome field and line officers
The agent of the Alaoama salt works, with about too

thousand dollars on bis porsou, woe also taken. A large
number of wagons, deearted by the enemy, were destroy-
.d. The killed and wounded of tbo enemy will approximate
two hundred. Une piece of artillery and a cumber of
small arms were tsKeu. The damage done the rellroedi
and bulldiogs useful for army purposes If oomputed in

d dlare would be enormous at the present rates tn tbe

confederacy.
otm LO?«B».

Our loss to malerxti has boon trilling, and one hundred
aud fifty will com the killed, wounded aud prisoners of

bilh corps. The health of the troops during tbe march
waj excellent. But one man was left behind on account

of sickness.
In a few days Colonel Totts' brigede will reach here

and be Itamedlately furlougbed anu eont up the river It
seems to be ibe Intention to get through with the fur

toughing of troops as quickly as possmle, wlib a view to

further activity in the cramg spring.

Vtrxsocno, March I, ISM.
SKIRMISHING NEAR CANTON.

cformatlon has Just been received he*e that tbe

a corps have been ordered to thle place They
now in mutton, and wilt arrive tn two or

ee daye. It is eupi osed that some other movement
IIshortly be inaugurated. It h also reported that the

tel cavalry, under Stephen D.Lee, bad attacked our

tee in tbe vicinity of Canton and some brhk skirmish-
bad been going on. An officer of Lee's spirit aud

ilvity will not allow bis troops nntrb respite .*

g aa the.e It ah enemy within sinking distance

ving disposed tn a Handsome manner of General
8 Smith, be has no doubt reiuroed to

I eo.ilb in order to annoy our lo.'solry He will meet

is suciers here, and If not careful will eipetleuce
me unexpected consequences.

arrivai or ooi.o.vst rorrs' srioaps

Tester lay Cel. Polls' furlougbed brigade reached here,

in all tbe teplurtd stock and refugee negroes A* tbe

ocessiou ents'ed one ro ud oot Out eootfast it wilb lbs

..mphal entries of Roman goeernlt tt> olden times, aud

impressed w'tu tb* etceedingiy democratic aud unoe

italM' is sod innt'er of f'Ci character of modern war

« negroes are estinv.ted at three thousand, mostly
tllrrn. IVhat will he dene wilb iLcm is no* the

»»M'u wiih the authorities A pl.ee of setlle-

iuI tn tome of Hie sutijUg .tied ->l*l es would

for ib6 present be &s tulvlsable monmiro. V|rk£
burg today would itriko a stranger more with tha
Idea of a nogro settlement Iban a city of whiten. In r»c|
very few of tba latter complexion are now to be seen on
tba streets, wbtle the ocgrosu lour»e on every corner.
Something must soon be >1one to oblige the ucgrogg to la#
bor for tbelr own support, or tbo government will luevj
Itably experience a long looked for embirra 'menl from
ibis immense source of useless expenditure of energy mi)
subsUuco. 'r

Itebrl Acconnt.
TUB RUBEL OltNKRAL POLK'S APDHM9 TO l'T8

AHMT.III CLAIMS A VICTORY, HTO.
UKNKRAC OROKHS.MO. 22.

IlKArxiUAnTUis, Ukuopolm, Ala., Feb. 26, ISfl-l.
Tbo Lieutenant (ieuarnl commanding oflbrs Die «un«

grntiilationa to the army on the successful tarminatlon of
the campaign just closed.

I ho ebaerrufness with which tho troops hare borne tli#
fatiguos and Inconveniences of tbe march, and thelf
ready acquiescence In the orders dlrectiug tbelr move*
menu, have entitled them to the highest commeodatiutf.
To tlin Mr unless and good conduct of tho men, and lb#

skill and judgment or their officere In checking tha
enemy's march, the Commanding tieneral Is Indebted for
securing the public store and depriving the enemy of tM
oso of tbo railroads and other facilities tor forsglng an*Rubewtcnce.

1 lie c«nccutratlon of our cavalry on his column of e«y-
airy from Ytocl Tennoe.see formed tho turning point of
tho campaign.
That concontrntIon broke down the only means of tub*

stating bis infantry llis col inn was defeated and
routed, and bis whole force compelled to make a hasty
retreat Never did a grand campaign, Inaugurated wltti
such pretensions, terminate more tuglorl' usly. Willi X
force three times that which was opposed to its advano#
they have boon defeated and forced to Icavo the Hold witlf
a loss of tuou, sm.dl arms and artillery. u

Both their columns are reircating betore tbo squadronf
of our pursuing cavalry.
The Lieutenant tieneral commanding nflera his grateful

tbanks to the whole army. and trusts that lids opening
cnmpalgn of the new year may be an earnest of tbe huc«
ceases which await us In the future.
Hy command of Lieuteuant doner d POLK.
Tnos. II. Jack, A, A. O.

ARM* flFLIHE P0T0MAC'
tienerni Rloudv'* Return to III* Com*
innnet.Serious RuUi-omit Accidents, itcy
nhArKirAHTKK8, Army ok run Potomac, March 14,1804.
Oucral Moado returned to tho uiiny to-day llig

boullh scorns to bo exrollont, an<l tbo reports In regard to
h.s resigning aro sftul to bo without foundation.
Au accident occurred to tbo mall train ou the Orangg

and Alexandria Railroad this evening, a few miles north
or Brandy Station, caused by the giving way of a braid
on a freight car, which throw tho car Iroto tho tro> Ic,
completely demolishing one and badly damaging tbo
others.
Tnore were sotno horses In tho ear which was destroy*

ed, but they escaped wltb alight bruises. The mall car
was thrown down a slight embankment, making a com*

pleto summersault, and throwing tbo mail carriers and
otnore In tho car Into a pile from tho front to tbo back
part. They foil fortunately on a large pile of newspa¬
pers and mail bag3, which eared them from serious In*

jury. Some of them bad thought of Jumping from tbg
care, but fortunately changed their minds, as if they h id
done so some or thorn would surely hare been killed. At
it was they escaped with alight bruises. >

Several soldiers were more or loss injured, among wboni
wore3. J. Iloughtalin, Twentieth New York, one of tbg
guard on (he train, who was badly wounded In (be hand;
James W. Marsh, slightly;J. G. Cramp, slightly ;Sorgeaol
Reed, slightly; John Mathews, slightly, ail oi Ibe Third
Indiana cavalry, and W. Rnhtn, Fourth New York oarsI-

ry,ievcroiy; also Liltloflold, in the hand. A negro,named
Dennis Pate, belonging to the Commissary Department,
was standing on a platform, it Is said, and failing botweoo
the cars was instantly killed, htn head being severed
from his body and otherwise horribly mutilated. A nam'
bnr of others received slight injuries; but the above nrt

' all who require medical aid. J
I he train at the tkmo was going at a rather alow rate oi

speed, otUorwlse the coosofences would baro beon morn

serious. a
Ao accident occurred on Saturday to a freight 'rain

near the same place, ca sed by a baud car being teri oq
the track and too engiueor running Into It, tin owing soma
oar* '''.m the track ana injuring a half to/ea eoldfors, al¬
though none seriously.
A member of tbo Ninety-third New Y rk, a eergcml

named Ksppel, was arrested to day for uttering disloyal
sentiments and will be tried by court martial.

EAST TENNESSEE.

Tbo Positions of Longstrset and Backs
nor.

CuMrsnLAsn Gap, March 1.1,1S64.
Information deemed reliable says that General Long*

streets hoadquartore are at Greenville, Tano., and
General Buckner's at Bull's Gap.
Their main forces aro between these two points, and

their pickets eight miles above Morriatown.
fleoerai Vuugliu is nt Itogersville, and Gonoral Gains at

Long's Mills, eight miles below Joncsviile, Vs.

THE BOMBARDMENT'OF FORT POWELL.
Dally Report of the Progress of tho
Work.Three Hundred and Eighty
four Shots Thrown at the Fort.Thirty-
nine Take Effect.Admiral Farragut
Off Gram's Pass, ikr.

our special. eoRKEsroxDBxes.
Orr Gram's Pas*, Fob. 23, 1881.

Tho bombardment of Fori Powell, nt Grant's Pass,
wbicb Is the key to Mobile, was commenced by our inor-

tar fleet and gunboats to diy. A steady lire was kept
up to fifty mInutos past four P. If , When our vessels

ces*ed firing. Ths fort fired every half he ur end tbeir
gunboats at intervals of forty minuies.
Our verse's havo driven tbo rebel gunbvats a distance

up tbo river.
The attack will be renewed to morrow.

SBIOJTD DAT.
FsRSrasv 24,1864.

The bombardment of Fort Powell Waa rcuewed this morn¬

ing at five minutes past eight. One gun at tho fort bas
been dismautled by our shot and shell.

Rebel gunboat* keep at a distance.
Twri vs oTiocs M.

Very little firing has been done by tho fort.
TVs Mioorni Past Fits P. If

Cp to this llmo the fort has boon silent. We have thrown
tbreo hiiudrel and eighty-four shots, thirty.nine of which
baro struck the fort and done.good execution. Tho robel

fltg still files from the fort.
Admiral Farrsgnt Is here.
The t'n.ted status steamer Octnrara is making good work.
Fort Powell must fall, and then the communication with

Mobi e and Fort Morgan Is cut off.
The United States gunboat Gertrude Is bero, and acting

as signal ship.
Firing witl l>o kept up during tbo night, to prevent the

fort from repairing damage*.
THIRO t»AT.

i SORCART fS. 7 13 A. M

Flying w*» kept up during the night at Intern tie of half
an hour Our fteot ressol firing al six o il "»is morn-

Itig. on account of heavy fog.
Admiral Farrsgnt he* gone ta Fhip Islso i.

I.etter from Clenieut I*. Vsliandlghsm.
TUB RECENT ATTAl'B OS THE OFFICE OF THE BAT-

TOS KMI'IR*.
tvmnroR, C. W.. March T, 1884.

Mssire ftranjim .% HR'>Tn*Rs. D.vvton, Phi .

ffMORSM-lroad. sover.il dsys ago the telegraph lo

announcement of the "fiddling of the Amp.« office by
"furtoughed soldier*." I offer von no sympathy, for that
will nvmll nothing now or hereafter. 1 do expreen to yon

my profound regret that you w re not pnyssM to Inflict
on the *not, and in lb# nudsl of the assault, ths com-

ni.iie psn'ebment which the assailants deserved; bat I
¦m trended to lo.ru that «oms nf them did toon after
roc "re their de*erte. Hut these enwerdly acts annnt t
¦iwsyt be gusided agonal. And they do not prtsnari-
iv anie from the "enidlere." There Is, iEsrsfore,
hut on. remedy for pest and prevsolive of future
injur tee. and that is, instant, summary sad am

pie reprisals upon the persons nod property of
the men at howie who, Iff language and conduct, are el-
wars Inciting to these outrages No legal or military
punishment is ever iufllcted upon tbo Immediate metro-
merits. Ke'siativn, thoiofore, is the only aud tbo right¬
ful remedy in times like thee. I speak sdvleedly, and
recommend it in all cases hereafter. II is of no avail to

announce tho falsehood that .. both parte* coodemn it,
after the destruction has been consummated. The Mm'

her goue bv for obedience without protection. I **"

decided language, but lbs continued recurrence
outrages.frequently attended wltb saurder,
without redves* (iemsn '# it. Thcymus'

wewyiekbB* h" wl.et they
are n *w the "my way left

News '

the opposition*1'
with sat bunJri'w


